Unusual prostatic carcinomas.
Over 90% of malignant epithelial tumors of the prostate are common carcinomas. Uncommon or rare prostate carcinomas can histogenetically be related to 4 epithelial types of the prostate: the secretory epithelium, the basal cells, the endocrine cells and the transitional epithelium. The rare, purely mucinous carcinoma and the ductal papillary carcinoma belong to the type of secretory epithelium. The latter is rarely seen in the large central prostatic ducts, it develops more frequently in peripheral ducts and is combined with common prostate carcinoma. The so-called endometrioid carcinomas of the utriculus described in the literature are probably ductal prostate carcinomas. To date no carcinoma has been found in the utriculus. The adenoid cystic carcinoma of the prostate is a basal cell tumor with preponderantly good prognosis. Endocrine cells are disseminated in most common prostate carcinomas. Thereby mixed forms showing both portions of a common adenocarcinoma and of a carcinoid may occur. Pure carcinoids of prostate are rare findings. The small cell carcinoma of the prostate is the highly malignant variant of the endocrine cell type. Immunohistochemically, a multitude of proteohormones are demonstrable in endocrine tumor cells. The ectopic ACTH production with Cushing's syndrome is of particular clinical significance.